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SAT URDAY, JANUARY, 26, 1754. 


> a 





rage dt s Inn, Fan. 26, 1754. 


Noxia cinpira tardant, | 
Terrenique hebetant artus, moribundaqué membra. VirG. 


O Curas hominum! O quantum eft in rebus inane! 
Perseus. 





=& OW vain and fantaftic are all humane 
7 Purfuits ? How unfettled and inconftant 
are our Tempers, one Day pining for the 
Attainment of fome imaginary Good, and, 
“7 the next, hating ourfelves for all thar. 
Perplexity of Thought which our whim- 
eA y—, fical Defires occafioncd in our Breafts? 
How often are the fobereft Underftandings difturbed by 
Agitations of Spirit about Things in themfelves cf no Kind 
of Moment or Importance, and when once.the Tumult has 
fubfided, how contemptible do we appear to ourfelves, for ha- 
ving been fo weak as to yield to the ImpreMfion of ill-governed 

Appetite, 








14 THEGRAYsINN JOURNAL. No.18 


Appetite, Foible and Caprice? Every Period of Life is mark- 
ed with this uncertainty; The Chi/d has Perplexities which 
the Boy laughs at; and ripened by a further Acceffion of 
Years into Manhood, our previous Occupations become ri- 
diculous, ’till at length orp Ace thinks the whole a Series of 
Follies, infenfible to it’s own Infirmities, and little aware that 
the Paffions operate at that Juncture with lefs Celerity, not be- 
caufe Reafon is grown Strong, but on Account of the enfeebled 
Tone of all the mental Powers: like a Compafs, which being 
grown rufty, is not moved with every Breath of Wind, but 
flowly veers from Point to Point: I am inclined to think that 
the human Soul will be always in this Progreflion towards a grea- 
ter Degree of Purity, making each Moment a Critic on the laft, 
and that as foon as.the Spirit fhall be unbodied, it will inftantly 
{mile at our wifeft Employments in this World, our deepett 
Reflections, and our moft ferious Speculations. I was engaged 
in this Train of Thought the other Night, and having an 
Imagination, which does not very foon detach itfelf from the 
Objects. that have-once -poffefied it, the fame Scenes of Re> 
flection difclofed themfelves to. me in Sleep, and formed a 
Profpect, not unentertaining ‘to my Fancy. 


Y TtHoucnT the Hemifpheré on a fudden brightened with 
more than common Luftre, a Flood of Glory diffufing itfelf 
through ail Creation, and from an opening of the Heavens 
appeared high exalted on a Throne tHe Genius OF HUMAN 
Kinp. After a Trumpet had founded three Times, the fol- 
lowing Sounds were awfully pronounced.  “ Let all thofe 
‘* fleeting Spirits, which formerly animated corporal Tenements, 
‘¢ forthwith appear from their feveral Manfions of Retribution, 
«© and let thofe who now fupport a feverifh Exiftence upon 
<¢ Earth, inftantly repair hither divefted of their bodily In- 
‘© cumbrance, and account before our dread Prefence, for the 
‘© Ufe{they have made of their Time, during their State of 
*¢ Probation.” 


n 


Tue Edict was immediately obey’d, and I fancied that I had 


no fooner emerg’d from my Tenement of Clay, than every 
Thing wore another Appearance, and new Faculties of Percep- 
tion were affigned me. Vanifhed were the original Colours, 
concerning which fo many Volumes have been written; Wit, 
Tafte, Learning, Philofophy, Mathematics, and even Money 
itfelf appeared an abfolute Chimzra; and feveral Perfonages be- 
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ginning to addrefs the Throne, I was further confirm’d in thefe 
Sentiments. 


HOME R declared his whole Poem to be the Rhapfody of an 
over-weening Imagination ; He owned his celeftial Councils and 
his Battles of the Gods, to be a Jumble of Abfurdities ; His 
boldeft Flights’ of Fancy appeared quite contemptible, and he 
wondered how he could ever employ his Faculties in ftringing 
together fuch wild enthufiaftic Reveries. 


PLATO owned that he knew nothing of the firft Good, 


firft Perfeé, and firft Fair; and Lord Shaftsbury withed that, 
inftead of being guided by the pagan Philofopher, he had 
made ufe of the Light of Revelation, which might have affor- 
ded him fome faint dawning Ideas of that Truth of which he 
is now perfectly convinced. He added, that he did not know 
what he was about, when 'he wrote his Rhapfody and ma- 


ny other Parts of his Performance, and that he now looked 
back at them with Contempt. 


ARISTOTLE declared his Syftem of Logic to be no- 
thing but an idle Scheme of laboured Perplexities, calculated 
to puzzle and bewilder Mankind. Pindar f{mil’d at his O- 
lympics, and did not hefitate to fay, that he really believed he 
was mad when he wrote them; and old Euclid, who, I believe 
never once laughed on Earth, burft into a loud Expreffion of 
Mirth, when he reflected upon his Endeavours to {quare the 
Circle, and his feveral Triangles and Quadrangles, which he 


owned do not contribute in any Degree to the Advancement of 
real Knowledge and Virtue. 


ALEX ADER frankly confeffed himfelf a Child for weep- 
ping for more Worlds: Ce/ar declared he would as contentedly 
be the laft in a Village, as the firft in Rome; and Pompey 
had no longer an Averfion to an equal, Cicero, without elabo-~ 
rating a Period of a Mile, condemned his Purfuit of Fame as no 
more than the Chafing an empty Bubble; and he added, that 
he never thought himfelf properly employed but when expa- 
tiating againft the Minute Philofophers. /’irgil ftill perfifted 
that his whole Axeid fhould be burned ; Sexeca wondered how 
he could ever entertain fo much Vanity on the Score of his Wri- 
tings. In fhort, among all the celebrated Perfonages of An- 


tiquity, 
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tiquity, every one accufed himfelf of Mifapplication, and evea 
Titus complained that he had loft many Days. 


Trere were thofe who acknowledged that they never knew Un- 
eafinefs in Life, but what was occafioned by the Succefs of 
others, and that they were always compleatly happy, or com- 
pleatly miferable by Comparifon. Poets laugh’d at all their 
Pains to tag a Rhyme, and their Sollicitude for Works, 
which now appeared to them in a proper Light ; and Critics ac- 
knowledged, that they took too much unnecefflary Trouble to 
deftroy Productions of {o perifhable a Nature. The Mifer 
railed at infolvent Gold, as it is finely called by the witty 
Doctor Young, and his Heart expanded with Generofity and 
focial Affection. 


Tue fofter Sex prefented themfelves among the Reft on 
this Occafion; but the Simper of Self-Admiration no longer 
difplayed itfelf. They were not anxious about the Glofs of 
their Skin, the Arrangement of a Curl, or the Difpofition 
of a Patch. The fnowy Breaft ceafed to heave with ftudied 
Carelefsnefs, and the Shape was not tortur’d a thoufand Ways, 
in Order to look attractive in the Eyes of Man. The La- 
bours of the Toilet were now defpifed, and each Fair won- 
dered how Drefs could make fo great a Part of the Bufi- 
nefs of Life, and howthe Sex could ever take fo much Pride 
in perifhable Clay, however neatly moulded, and however tinc- 
tured with a pleafing Hue. They were now perfwaded that 
true Beauty dwells in the Mind; Drums and Routs and 
Cards were held in Contempt, ’and as Mr. Pope has it, they 
viewed with Scorn two Pages and a Chair. They were all 
afhamed of the Falfehood of their Friendfhips, their Tehees 
and Titters at a ruined Character, their feveral Turns of Co- 
quettry, Diffimulation, and all the Variety of female Artifice. 
In fhort, Mankind in general owned themfelves diftraéted with 
Cares beneath a rational Creature; and Envy, Pride, Selfithnefs, 
Perfidy and Ambition fwell’d the vaft Account. 


From thefe Difturbers of our Happinefs I was rejoyced to 
fee my Fellow Creatures relieved, and to perceive Love, Joy, 
and Benevolence effacing gradually all Traces of former 
Guilt, gave me fuch {trong Emotions, that I inftantly awaken’d 
irom my Dream, which I have thus committed to Paper. Loofe 
as it is, the Reader may derive this Moral from it, that there 
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is nothing inhuman Life worth the Anxiety it creates, and that 
it fhould be our Bufinefs at prefent to fix thofe Propenfities 
and Habits in our Souls, which we thall not have Occafion 
hereafter to wifh totally effaced, and which it is probable 
we fhall be carrying to an higher Degree of Purity in thofe 
Manfions, which are prepared for our future E-xiftence. 


X. 
HE HEH ETE HE TE HEHE ERE REE TEER RAIMA AER EIEIO 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


To CHaries Rancgr, £/7; 
SIR, 


S you are a Critic on theatrical Entertainments, be pleafed in your 
° Fournalrto take Notice of a Doubt among fome Lawyers. 


Whether Mr. Blakes in the new Piece of Harleguin Fortunatus, co- 
ming on the Stage with an Hare and a brace of Patridges, and Mr Cooke 
in one of the Dances at the other Houfe appearing with a Gun and 
a Hare, are not, both liable to be profecuted as unqualified Perfons by the 
‘Game Laws; and whether they are not in Danger from the Affociation te 
preferve the Game? 


I am, 


SIR, 


Your nuff obedient Servant. 


mR RK 
From my Regifter-Office, Jan. 26, 1754. 


In a Point of fuch Importance I do not care to give my Opinion, and 
fo I leave it to the Parties concerned to confider of it with due Delibera- 
tion: This Proceeding may certainly be attended with very fatal Confe- 
quences ; for without doubt, Mr. Biakes makesa very excellent Figure in 
the Entertainment mentioned, and therefore this may look like encoura- 
ging Vice on the Stage, by rendering it agrecable, and affigning fome plea- 
fing Qualities to the Perfon, who is hardy enough thus to trangrefs the 
Laws of his Country. I am not fufficiently verfed in the Rules of Pan- 
tomime to determine whether it was calculated for the Encouragement of 
Vice or Virtue; but a Friend has promifed me fome of the beft Tracts 
upon this Subject, and then I fhall offer an Eflay upon it which will 
afford fome Light into this Species of the Drama. 


Bedford Coffee-Lfoufe, Jan. 2.2: 

A new Author has appeared at this Place very lately, z2 a Dun Nizht- 
Gown of bis own loofe Skin, as the Poet exprefles it, and tho’ he thinks 
he is not fmoked, yet his ProduGtions are known by every one that 
ever converies with him for ten Minutes; as there is fuch a ftrong Con- 


‘ 
orurts 


_ Serjeant’s-Inn, Jan. 24. 
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gruity between his Writings and his Converfation, both being jbrifk. pert, 
frothy and infignificant, abounding in unmeaning Puns, and interlarded 
with ill-adapted French Expreffions. Unlefs he mends his Stile and his 
Manners very fhortly, he fhall have the Honour of a Place in this Paper ; 


Flebit & infignis tota cantabitur Urbe, - ' Hor. 


Since our laft arrived a Mail from Parnaffns, which among other Things 
brought an Advertifement from Bocalani, importing, that, at a Quarter 
Seffion of the Poets, it was propofed not to grant a Licence to either 
ofthe Play-houfes, and to permit no Place but Sadler’s-Wells, as the pro- 
pereft Receptacle for Oftriches and wild Beafts. But Shake/pear over-ruled 
the Motion, and then it was agreed, that all hackneyed Tragic Exclama- 
tions be called in forthwith ; That the Ufe of the heathen Mythology be 
prohibited to every modern Poet, for at leaft one Century ; That the mar- 
vellous fhall not be introduced, untill a Genius like Shake/pear’s fhall arife 
to entertain an Audience with adequate Sentiments and Diétion, and it 
was then recommended to the Confideration of all Writers that Truth or 


a Refemblance to it, are the firft Qualities in an Author. 
: Covent-Garden, Jan. 22. 


Yefterday Evening was prefented, for the fecond Time, a new Jtaltax 
Burletta, in which the young Actrefs, who entertained the Town in the 
firft Piece fhewed hertelf compleatly Miftrefs of the greateft Variety of 
Aétion, and acquitted herfelf in every Scene to the general Satisfaction, 
without betraying that Samenefs in her Performances, which is too remark- 


able on the Englifh Stage. 
Covent-Garden, Jan. 25. 


It is faid here that Mrs. Gregory is preparing to appear in the Character 
of Alicia in Fane Shore, and, it is not doubted, as a great Deal of her Re- 
putation will depend upon her Succefs in that Part, but that fhe will con- 
fider, with the utmoft Attention, every minute Paflage, and fee how it 
ferves asa Mark of Character, the Prefervation of which is her great 


Excellence in Hermione. 
Drury. Lane 2.30. Fan. 1754. 


A new Tragedy, entitled Virginia, is now in Rehearfal at this Houfe, - 
and will be performed fome Time in February. As the Story has many 
affecting Circumftances, there is Room for the Poet to addrefs himfelf to 
the Heart of his Auditors ; a Point which has been too much neglected by 
many modern Writers of Tragedy. 


There is lately arrived in this Town an Animal with a Man’s Head, 
and a Horfe’s Neck ; likewife a Woman of a beautiful Frame down to her 
Waift, from whence fhe commences another Creature, and then ends in 
a Fifh; both very proper to be exhibited in the next Pantomime Enter 
tainment. 

N. B. To recomend them the more forcibly, they are both direétly 
againft Horace’s Prefcription. 
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